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A special judge is generally appointed for the duration of a particular case, and may exercise authority until the disposition of 
the case, ! whereas a judge pro tempore presides over the entire court only for the specified term of the appointment and does 


not have continuing jurisdiction over a case once the term has expired.” Other authority, though, has held that once a judge pro 
tempore has begun hearing evidence in a case, such judge has jurisdiction to hear the case to completion, even if the term has 


expired.’ Under a statute providing that a judge unable to preside at such judge's court for any cause may appoint in writing a 


pro tem judge during an absence, the appointment need not set forth the duration of the pro tem judge's authority.“ 


Unless reassigned, a judge who presided over the original trial of a case as a substitute judge is without authority to preside 


over a retrial of the case.’ 


A special judge who continues to preside after the regular judge dies or vacates the officef or who is elected to hold a term 
of court during the absence of the regular judge, and in good faith undertakes to preside at a succeeding term in the continued 


absence of the regular judge,” may be a judge de facto. 


The terms of the assignment order control when a visiting judge's authority terminates.” 


An order temporarily assigning a municipal court judge to the court of common pleas that contains no expiration date expires, 


as a matter of law, no later than the date of the judge's mandatory retirement age. 1o 
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